Alfred Appel, 78, one of the first
to carry the Torah, was once a
butcher in his native Borken, Ger-
many. He said he was jailed by the
Nazis for following Jewish kosher
laws.

“It was a big crime to kill
animals in the kosher fashion,” he
said. “I escaped the day before I
was supposed to be sent to a con-
centration camp.” :

After World War II, 1,567 To-
rahs —including the one acquired
by the Westchester Jewish Center
— lay for 20 years in a vacant
synagogue in Prague, Czechoslova-
kia, where the Nazis had collected
them. In 1964, the Torahs were
taken to London, where they were
examined, classified and resfored,
according to a brochure distributed
Sunday at the synagogue.

Spies,.a native of Worms, Ger-
many, and his wife, Ninna, born in
Livorno, Italy, negotiated with Jew-

ish authorities in London for one of
the Torahs. They finally succeeded
in bringing over the one known
simply as Torah #909 on a perma-
nent loan. Technically, the scroil
still belongs to the synagogue that
originally had it made, but because
of the mass confiscation by the
Nazis, it is impossible to identify
the Torah’s exact origin or age.

Rabbi Solomon Koenig of Brook-
lyn, an Orthodox scribe who re-
paired and restored the Torah, said
there were indications in the scroll
that it is 150 to 200 years old and
was written by a German scribe
and possibly used by a congregation
in Czechoslovakia.

Louis Brause, the center’s presi-
dent, said Sunday’s ceremony
marked the transfer of knowledge
and memory from the older genera-
tion that suffered under the Holo-
caust to their children and their
grandchildren.
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“This is the introduction of an-
other generation into this commu-
nity,” Brause said. “This is now the
third generation of Holocaust survi-
vors.”

At a dedication service after the
procession, Spies, Brause and Rabbi
Irving Koslowe, the center’s spiritu-
al leader, reflected on the event’s
significance.

“In a way, I'm representing a
congregation that’s no longer here,”

Spies said. “The congregation from -

Worms.” He said he believed there
was one Jewish native of Worms
still living in the city, out of what
was once a large, thriving commu-
nity.

Koenig said the Torah would be
used in a bar mitzvah ceremony at
the center on March 29. The portion
of the book to be read that day is an
account of the Jews' exodus from
slavery in Egypt, under the lead-
ership of the prophet Moses.
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