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Who Will Write Our History?
DAN BERKOWITZ

Purim Live!
Distance didn't stop 140+ computers
tuning into our Megillah reading.
Special thanks to those who dressed
up (and not in their pajamas).

CHAIR, THE HOLOCAUST LEARNING CENTER

In 1940, in the Jewish ghetto of Nazi-occupied Warsaw, the Polish historian Emanuel
Ringelblum established a clandestine scholarly organization called the Oyneg Shabes to
record the experiences of the ghetto's inhabitants. For three years, Oyneg Shabes
worked in secret to chronicle the lives of hundreds of thousands as they suffered
starvation, disease, and deportation by the Nazis. Shortly before the Warsaw ghetto was
emptied and razed in 1943, Oyneg Shabes buried thousands of documents from this
massive archive in milk cans and tin boxes, ensuring the voice and culture of a doomed
people would outlast the efforts of their enemies to silence them. Impeccably researched
and thoroughly compelling, Samuel D. Kassow's ?Who Will Write Our History??tells the
tragic story of Ringelblum and his heroic determination to use historical scholarship to
preserve the memory of a threatened people.
?I didn?t have a normal childhood,? said Kassow in a remarkable case of understatement.
The Trinity College history professor was born in a Displaced Persons Camp in Germany
to two Holocaust survivors. As a child of survivors, Kassow was very much affected by his
background and developed an interest in Jewish history from a young age. After
graduating from college in 1966, he took a Fulbright in England at the London School of
Economics and studied at Oxford until eventually deciding to get his PhD in history at
Princeton. In 1972, he went back to Trinity as a professor, where he has been teaching
ever since.

Fifth-Graders Fight Hunger
WJC 5th graders gathered to make
150 sandwiches to distribute to the
hungry at a B?nei Mitzvah Committee
-sponsored event.

In addition to teaching, Kassow has published several books, traveled all over the world,
and helped create an exhibit for the Museum of the History of Polish Jews located at the
site of the Warsaw Ghetto. Most recently, he worked with Nancy Spielberg and Roberta
Grossman as a consultant to the film ?Who Will Write our History??based on his book.
Using newsreels, voice-overs, and re-enactments, Grossman, the documentary?s director,
paints a comprehensive portrait of the times and of the risks taken by Ringelblum and his
group. According to the film, of some 60 members of the Oyneg Shabes, only three
survived until the end of World War II. Portions of the archive had to be excavated from
underneath tons of rubble after the war. Parts are still missing.

Spring has Sprung!
While WJC was closed, Aleza Kulp
snapped this photo outside of our
building, capturing a sign of spring
and a symbol of hope.
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The Holocaust Learning Center and the Adult Education committee of WJC are
proud to present both the distinguished author and film, both with the same title,
?Who Will Write Our History? at our annual Shoa commemoration on May 31 at
10:00am sharp. Weather permitting, the program will begin outside, near our
Holocaust memorial, with a brief Service led by Rabbi J. Arnowitz. We will then
have a brunch followed by our speaker and film.

www.wjcenter.org
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Today and Tomorrow
RABBI JEFFREY T. SEGELMAN

The synagogue is closed today. It was
closed a few days ago, and will likely be
closed again because of the Coronavirus.
I have spent the last two weeks involved
with meetings to address how the
synagogue will continue to serve the
needs of our community if we are closed
for any significant period of time.

the dedication of our doctors and nurses,
we will bring this situation to an end.

I am aware that this is my penultimate
Review article, and this is not how I
expected to spend the final months of
my tenure at WJC. Yet before I reflect on
that, I want to express my deep gratitude
and respect to Seth Schafler, David
Goldstein, Rabbi Arnowitz, and Cantor
Goldberg for the level of leadership and
love that they have provided to our shul.
They remain in my prayers every day that
God should bless them and their families
with health and strength.

Please remember that a synagogue is a
house of God. It is a place where people
can come and bring their children to be
in the presence of Torah Scrolls and feel
and act like they have entered space
which is holier than any other place.

If I had to admit my fear, it would not be
that we will fail to rise to the challenge of
Coronavirus. I have complete faith that
we will. My fear is that we will do it too
well.

Please remember that in Hebrew, a
synagogue is called ?Beit Kneset,? which
means ?a house of gathering.? It is a
place where Jews gather to see each
other, to shake hands, to hug, and to kiss.
Computers can be used to enhance our
Thirty-three years ago, when I was given minds, but it is only when we are really
the great honor to be the rabbi of WJC, together that we can see the image of
we had no computers, no internet, no God in each other?s eyes and feel our
mobile phones, and certainly no smart souls be touched.
phones. It is hard to imagine how we
might have dealt with such a situation I pray for the good health of our entire
community. I am proud that we will
back then.
always find ways to meet the needs of
Yet today, we have the technology to stay our members? even in the most difficult
well-connected with all of our members, of times.
to live-stream and Zoom prayer services
and Torah classes. Our Religious School But I beg you to miss the shul? so that
can maintain a high level of online when this is over, our spirits will soar with
learning. Our cares and concerns can be an even greater appreciation of WJC,
shared through social media. In short, we our House of God, our Beit Kneset? the
are going to be ok. Please God, with our Center of our Jewish souls.
taking the right precautions and through

Saturday, April 4: Tzav and Shabbat HaGadol
This portion is a continuation of last week?s portion, Vayikra. The recipe book for
making sacrifices continues with the priestly meal and the thanksgiving offerings. Next,
Moses officiates over the initiation of the priesthood. He dresses Aaron and his sons in
the priestly garments and makes the necessary sacrifices. This ceremony is repeated
for seven days.

Thurs.-Fri., April 9-10: First Yom Tov Passover
On the first day of Passover, the anniversary of the tenth plague and the exodus from
Egypt, we read that story in the Torah, Exodus 12:21-51. On the second day of
Passover we read the liturgical calendar found in the Book of Leviticus, Leviticus
22:26-23:44.
www.wjcenter.org
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Saturday, April 11: Shabbat Hol HaMoed Passover

April Services

The reading for the Shabbat that falls in the middle of a holiday is the same for
Passover and Sukkot. It is also read on minor fast days. It tells the story of Moses and
God sharing an intimate moment after the Sin of the Golden Calf. During the
episode, God reveals his thirteen attributes of mercy, which we recite many times
during the High Holidays and when we remove the Torah from the ark on holidays.
Perhaps the intimacy of the moment is what we are supposed to be experiencing on
holidays and what we long for on fast days.

CENTER OF PRAYER
To view times* or join any of our virtual
services,
click on the links
& please
CELEBRATION

Wed.-Thurs, April 15-16: Second Yom Tov
Passover

Sunday-Friday 8:00am:
Minyan Service
Led by one of our clergy; we will gather
virtually. Note that this is not the same as
saying kaddish with a physical minyan.

On the seventh day of Passover, the anniversary of the parting of the Red Sea, we
read that story in the Torah including the famous and liturgically-prominent Song of
the Sea, Exodus 13:17-15:26. On the last day of Passover we recite the Yizkor
Memorial Prayers and read the liturgical calendar found in the Book of Deuteronomy,
Deuteronomy 15:19-16:17.

Saturday, April 18: Shemini
This parsha opens immediately following the initiation of Aaron and his sons. Nadav
and Avihu, his eldest sons, bring a ?strange fire? into the Tabernacle and are struck
down by a holy fire. The portion continues with the rules of kashrut and ritual purity.
Bat Mitzvah of Bella Pianko
I am really excited for my Bat Mitzvah. I just moved here
from the Upper West Side and I am very grateful that WJC
has welcomed me and my family. I love musical theater. My
favorite musicals are classics like ?Kiss Me Kate? and new
ones like ?SIX.? I have two little brothers named Noah and
Ethan plus my parents, Melissa and Daniel.

Saturday, April 25: Tazria-Metzora and Rosh
Hodesh
These two portions teach about the laws regarding a mysterious spiritual ailment that
manifests itself as a skin disease often mistranslated as leprosy. Tazria is a graphic
depiction of the disease, how the Kohanim diagnose and treat it and the laws of purity
that surround it. Metzora explains that buildings and even clothing are susceptible to a
version of the disease and offers similar details about its identification and treatment.
There is a special maftir portion and haftarah for Rosh Hodesh.
Bar Mitzvah of Jonah Baron
I am a7th grader at Hommocks Middle School and have
been going to WJC since moving to Larchmont in fourth
grade. My favorite subjects in school are social studies and
science and I am an active member of the Hommocks
Student Council. I love to play sports, specifically baseball
and squash. During the summer I attend Camp Modin in
Maine. I would like to thank Cantor Goldberg for helping me
learn my Haftorah and Torah portions and Rabbi Arnowitz
for working with me on my D?var Torah. I would also like to
thank my parents and siblings, Spencer and Kaia, for all of
their love and support.
April 2020 - The WJC Review
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communicated via email and posted at
wjcenter.org/ virtual.
Stay tuned for additional community
programming and Passover services.

Sunday-Thursday, 7:00pm:
Evening Community Time
A 20-minute opportunity to be together
for a song, prayer, story, or meditation.
Appropriate for all ages.
Tuesday 9:45-10:45am:
Torah with Rabbi Arnowitz
Our regular deep dive into the weekly
portion with Rabbi Arnowitz.
Wednesday 8:00am:
An Abbreviated Instrumental Shacharit
with Cantors Ethan and Shoshi
A Morning Minyan with music and spirit
provided by the cantors of Westchester
Jewish Center and Temple Israel Center.
Thursday 7:30pm:
?Saturday Morning Torah?with
Rabbi Segelman
A virtual version of Rabbi Segelman's
weekly class on the Torah portion or a
topic relevant to the day.
Friday:* Ta'am Shabbat
A Taste of Shabbat at WJC
There will be singing Torah reading, a
Dvar Torah from one of our rabbis, and a
kavanah or intention for lighting the
candles and starting a Shabbat of peace
and warmth together.
Saturday:*
Havdalah with WJC
Join us a for a traditional Havdalah ritual
so that we can send out the sweetness of
Shabbat together and prepare for
the week to come.
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WJC HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE
While the spread of the COVID-19 virus has reached
pandemic proportions, there are still things we can do to
prevent further community spread: testing of those with
symptoms and physical isolation. Importantly, the CDC and
the Health department are emphasizing physical distancing,
avoiding crowds, and limiting any mingling with folks outside
your family to help the community ?flatten the curve? of
infections, so that the healthcare system is not overwhelmed.
By staying home, especially those over age 60 or who have
chronic medical conditions, we can spread out the number of
severely infected people entering the healthcare system over
a longer time period and allow the healthcare system to
steady itself and catch up.
We've created an easy-to-use handbook to answer some
commonly asked questions and provide more information.
You can download that document by visiting:

www.wjcenter.org/safety
In these uncertain times, we know there may be people who
are anxious or angry about the public health situation and
need to talk. The WJC Zoom/remote activities are facilitating
our spiritual and community connections, while physically
being distant. For mental health and well-being, WJC Clergy
are available for remote pastoral care. You can find more
contact information, as well as important numbers to keep
on hand, to the right.
We've also created a list of fun, free activities, and resources
you can do while you are home at www.wjcenter.org/virtual.

Contact Information:
Rabbi Jeffrey Arnowitz: RJA@wjcenter.org
Rabbi Jeffrey T. Segelman: ravjeff@wjcenter.org
Cantor Ethan Goldberg: cantorecg@wjcenter.org
David Goldstein, Executive Director: david@wjcenter.org
Ann Pardes, Early Childhood Director: ann@wjcenter.org
Aleza Kulp, Education Director & Congregation Program
Coordinator: educdir@wjcenter.org

Important numbers:
- The NYS Department of Health hotline is 888-364-3065.
- The hotline for those that think they may be infected and
have symptoms is 855-626-7662.
- The Westchester hotline number for those who are under
self-quarantine is 866-588-0195.
- The New York State Department of Health Coronavirus
hotline may help answer questions regarding COVID-19.
For NYS/ Westchester county testing, as far as we know,
you still need an appointment to get a test.
- How doesone get an appointment?
- Call the NYS Coronavirus Hotline at 888-364-3065.
What will happen when I call for an appointment?
You will get a recording: ?If you are concerned that you
have been in contact with someone who has COVID-19,
press 11. If you live in the New Rochelle area and would like
to request a test, press 2. For all other Coronavirus
information press 3.? You likely will be placed on hold for a
while, before speaking to a representative, who will ask you
questions to facilitate possible testing.

The WJC COVID-19 Task Force:
Victor Badner
Bunny Benenson
Howard Leaf
Charlotte Malasky
Heather Taffet Gold
Larry Thaler

4

For the most up-to-date information, visit:
www.wjcenter.org/safety
To learn about virtual services and scheduling, visit:
www.wjcenter.org/ virtual
To join our online community, visit us on
Facebook and Instagram.

www.wjcenter.org
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PRESIDENT?S CORNER

CENTER OF
COMMUNITY

NOTES FROM QUARANTINE
SETH SCHAFLER

Synagogue Family
Mazel Tov & Best Wishes to... Patricia and
Sherman Berger on the engagement of their
son, Joshua to Eve Beger... Gail and Marty
Marcus on the engagement of their daughter,
Sarah to James Bickford... Jill and Barry Viuker
on the birth of a granddaughter, Yael Violet to
Jordana Viuker and Sean Brennan... Bonnie
Silverman and David Nanus on the birth of a
grandson, Perry Solomon to Shira and Adam
Sussi.

Condolences
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Meira
Fleisch and Family on the loss of her mother and
WJC member, Helen Ptashnik... Dora
Atterman & Family on the loss of her mother,
Fryda Samet... David Polson and Family on the
loss of his sister, Michelle Polson... Howard
Zweig and Family on the loss of his sister,
Ronnie Katz.

"These are a few of my favorite
things" with Rabbi Segelman:
FAVORITE BOOK:

Anything about Abraham Lincoln
FAVORITE PARSHA:

Ki Tissa
FAVORITE FOOD:

Pizza
FAVORITE FILM:

Monty Python and the Holy Grail

WJC PRESIDENT

It is now day five of the self-quarantine that Robin and I have been in since
we learned that an attendee at a surprise party we attended in New Rochelle
on Saturday night, February 29, tested positive for the COVID-19 virus. That
attendee was Rabbi Fink of Young Israel of New Rochelle, who had stopped
by briefly to say Mazel Tov. Our friends sent us Rabbi Fink?s letter to his
congregation. We read it with sympathy for his situation and admiration for
his sincerity. Then it dawned on us; since we had been at that party (even
though we had little contact), didn?t that mean we were required to
self-quarantine? We called the Department of Health hotline. Indeed it did.
So much for our upcoming plans: Shabbat services, Clergy candidate events,
dinner with our daughter in the city, going to work? all out the window. My
grandmother used to say (in Yiddish), man plans and God laughs. I don?t
think God is laughing, but as for man?s plans, point well taken.
As plan-altering events go, this one appears to be minor, at least for us. We
are both well, and, hopefully, will be able to return to the community and
some semblance of our normal lives soon.
In the meantime, I am filled with gratitude to those members of our
community who reached out to us with offers of food and messages of
support. It means a lot to us. I am also incredibly grateful and full of
admiration for the selfless conduct of our fabulous staff for their devotion in
the face of this crisis in the life of our Shul and our community. I can?t name
everyone, but would be remiss if I did not call out David Goldstein and the
office staff for their tireless efforts beyond the call of duty; Rabbi Arnowitz
for his spiritual support, good judgment, and good cheer; Cantor Goldberg
for his work ethic, team play, and organizational skills; Rabbi Segelman for
being the best Torah and Megillah reader ever, and for his wisdom and
support; our educational directors Aleza Kulp and Ann Pardes for doing their
very best to keep our schools running and our kids safe; the incomparable
Jose and his staff who have been pushed beyond the breaking point of
ordinary mortals; and our newly formed COVID-19 Task force that stepped
into the breach with professional guidance when we really needed it to make
difficult decisions.
What a team.
I will close with the observation that the physical closeness that made our
community susceptible to spread of the virus reflects the spiritual and
communal closeness that brings us together and gives us strength to fight it.
This is not over. I don?t know what the future will bring. But I am very proud
of how we have handled things thus far and of who we are as a Shul
community.
May we be blessed with good health and continue to support each other.
Chazak, chazak venitchazek.

April 2020 - The WJC Review
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Why is this Passover
Different from All Others?
RABBI JEFFREY ARNOWITZ

Curiosity & Questions
ALEZA KULP

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR
& PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Children, by nature, are curious. They
love to ask questions and usually,
questions are followed by other questions.
Passover is a great example of a holiday
when
children? and
even
many
adults? ask questions. At our Seder, it is
tradition for the youngest child to ask,
?Mah Nishtanah Hallaylah Hazeh?(why is this night different from
all other nights?). These four questions then pique a child?s
curiosity, allowing for follow up questions about the Exodus story
and many of our Seder traditions and customs.
This month, PJ Library families will receive a Passover book all
about the Mah Nishtanah. This book teaches two siblings to ask
the four questions and learn how to work together. I hope as
families read this book, they will discuss their own Seder and who
will lead the Mah Nishtanah.
If your child is interested in learning the song, there are many
available recordings online to help. I also hope that as each of us
prepare for Passover, we ask ourselves how this night will be
different from all other nights, bringing new traditions and
customs to our own Seder.

Seder Educational Moments
ALEZA KULP

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR
& PROGRAM COORDINATOR

This month, we are blessed with the holiday of Pesach, which is
filled with educational opportunities for us to teach our children
and can be a great family experience. Your children clean their
rooms and search for the chametz the night before Pesach.
During the Seder, allow your children to teach the adults what
they know about the Exodus. Let them search for the afikomen,
sing the songs, and read from the Haggadah. Have them recite
the ten plagues. They can show the family all they have learned in
school. It provides an experience they will take with them
throughout their lives.
I hope that this Pesach provides your children with many
?educational moments.?
6

Mah Nishtanah HaPesach HaZeh? Why is this Passover
different from all other Passovers? In many ways, this
holiday? in the time of quarantines and anxiety? will be
unlike any other and, in other ways, it will be similar to so
many that have come before.
This Passover is not going to be quite like any other in our
lives. We will miss the physical presence of family and friends.
Perhaps you have already spent some time grieving that loss
or perhaps you?re just coming to terms with it. It is natural to
mourn this loss and it is healthy to recognize these feelings
and process them. Even while holding these emotions, it is
now time to start planning the holiday and seder we will have
and recognizing that it has the potential to be one of the
most meaningful and unforgettable Passovers of our lives.
While making a Seder at home with our immediate family
may not be how we envisioned the holiday, Jews over the
years have made Seder under much worse circumstances.
Let?s not forget that the very first Seder night was an
immediate family affair as Jews huddled in their homes while
a silent Angel of Death passed among the Egyptians.
Furthermore, the redemption came from being with one?s
family. That?s how the Passover offering was made: ??each of
them shall take a lamb to a family, a lamb to a household.?
(Exodus 12:3) Our reenactment of that Seder night this year
will be more connected to the first Passover than ever
before? we can own that fact and recognize our connection
not only to each other but to Jews on Passover night for
thousands of years.
We know that many of you have never made a Seder before
and others of you have never made a Seder for one or two or
a handful of people before. We are here to help! Over the
next two weeks, we will be offering a number of online
workshops and forums to explain the how-tos of getting
prepared for Passover and Seder and to share ideas and best
practices. Also, as you may have guessed, Jewish institutions
and specialists all over the world are creating resources and
putting them on the web? guidance for cleaning and
kashering your house, online haggadot (the Seder Siddur),
primers for making an intimate Seder, and more. We will be
curating those resources and sharing them with you
periodically through email and our website.
Together we can and will not only make this a meaningful
moment, but also achag sameach, a joyful moment of
togetherness and shared experience.
Please see the back page for WJC's Passover learning
opportunities, which will be sent out via email. For more
information, please visit www.wjcenter.org/ virtual.

www.wjcenter.org
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Learning (and Doing) with
World Jewry and SOJAC

A Cause to Pause: Update on
Endowment Campaign

HOLLY FINK,
WORLD JEWRY COMMITTEE
SHARON SILVER & SONDRA LEVY
SOJAC

IAN WINTER & LARRY IASON

March 1, World Jewry Committee and SOJAC came together
in honor of Community Day to talk about the Jewish response
to the immigration and refugee crisis and prepare food for
HOPE Community Services.
Community members gathered to listen to advocates for the
cause. New Rochelle resident Marti Michaels movingly
described her volunteer efforts at the Mexican border, where
she helped hundreds of families, and traveled to Matamoros to
feed and clothe families in the refugee camps that sprang up
close by the border. Stephanie L. Ramos and Janet Rolon
from Community Resource Center in Mamaroneck spoke
about the worsening situation taking place at our doorstep. A
teenage client spoke movingly about her own experiences as
an immigrant. Janna Diamond from HIAS provided a list of
tools and resources on how we can each help, and members
lovingly filled a box of winter scarves to help immigrants living
in our area.

Walt Ritz, Executive Director of HOPE Community Services
in New Rochelle, addressed an inter-generational group of
volunteers who were preparing ?soup in a jar,? sandwiches,
salad, baked ziti, and homemade and hand decorated cookies.
HOPE feeds the hungry with meals in their soup kitchen and
has a food pantry for clients facing food insecurity. He gave us
a full understanding of what HOPE does and who it helps.
Even though our Project Ezra Passover Food Drive
was canceled, the need is still there. Ezra is issuing $75
checks? the cost of a box of food they usually receive? to
each elder they serve. We are asking you to send a tax
deductible check to:

CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS

As you know during this unsettling time, our clergy, executive
staff, and lay leadership have been working tirelessly to create
meaningful opportunities for community, learning, and prayer
through the use of technology and a little ingenuity. You also
know that we are in the midst of an Endowment Campaign, the
primary purpose of which is to provide WJC with resources to
continue to innovate and grow, and to protect us against
dramatic unforeseen circumstances. The initial phase of the
Campaign with lay leadership was very successful, and we had
just begun to roll out the Campaign to our community at large.
While we continue to believe that a strong endowment is vital to
secure WJC?s future and remain committed to achieving our
Campaign goal, we recognize? as important as the endowment
may be? it is not where our energies should be devoted during
this unprecedented emergency. Nothing should distract us from
doing all we can to meet the immediate practical and spiritual
needs of our community during this time of crisis. We thank
those who have already contributed to the Endowment
Campaign. Your generosity has resulted in total pledges of
approximately $1.3 million thus far. We look forward to
continuing our meetings with families to discuss the Campaign
as soon as things stabilize and to achieving our goal.
We are confident that WJC will emerge from this health crisis
an even stronger community as a result of all our efforts. Then,
it will be our great pleasure to resume the important work of
building our endowment. If you want to speak with us about
your family?s commitment to the endowment notwithstanding
our ?pause,? please reach out to Rabbi Segelman or one of the
campaign co-chairs and we would be happy to speak with you
via telephone.
We wish you good health and the strength to endure the
challenge before us.

Project Ezra
387 Grand Street, Ground Floor
New York, NY 10002
Questions? Contact Sharon Silver atsraplata@msn.com.
April 2020 - The WJC Review
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Honoring Professor Warmund
DANIEL BERKOWITZ

HOLOCAUST LEARNING CENTER

The Holocaust Learning Center (HLC) is
proud to honor our beloved member, Dr.
Joram Warmund, whose funeral was held
last December at the Westchester Jewish
Center.
Joram became my very good friend, largely
due to his membership in the Holocaust
Learning Center. His notable background
includes serving as Chairman of the History
Department at LIU?s Brooklyn Campus. He
received his Bachelor?s, Master?s, and PhD
from Queens College, Columbia University,
and NYU respectively. He held many teaching and administrative positions
culminating with a ten-year term as provost of the Rockland Campus of the
University (1984-1994). Subsequently, he returned to his Brooklyn academic
roots and resumed his teaching and research activities, a role he held until his
death.
It was inspiring to watch Dr. Warmund?s dedication to our committee. He was
passionate, providing guidance to our committee in teaching lessons learned
from the Holocaust. To that end, Dr. Warmund was the speaker at our
November 2018 event commemorating Kristallnacht, focusing on ?Is there a
right and wrong way to retell the story of the Holocaust??
I remember clearly the last meeting Joram attended prior to his death. He
had just been discharged from the hospital where he received chemotherapy
only hours before. He was pale and weak and his voice was barely audible but
he spoke with passion about his views on the next big event, Shoa 2019.
Several weeks later, he wrote telling me that his oncologist could no longer
help him. He said ?I will not accept heroic measures as they will no longer
extend my quality of life. I?m on borrowed time. I love all of you.? He then
wrote: ?P.S. When William Saroyan was told that he was dying, he responded:
?I knew that all must eventually die, but in my case I thought that an exception
would be made.??
An exception was not made for Joram, a truly exceptional man.

O N PLAN N I N G AH EAD
Make a sad event a bit easier to bear... Consider making arrangements
now, before there is an urgent need. The WJC Cemetery Association
oversees our beautiful and convenient cemetery.
For information, please contact one of us:
Miles Federman 914-698-0861 Jill Caslin
914-698-6614
Julie BenAvram 914-220-2433 Ellie Rosenberg 914-967-4908
Sol Israel
212-481-9777 Walter Reichman 914-834-5029
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WJC Youth Basketball Ends
JILL CASLIN

Nearly all of our teams made the playoffs in the Westchester
Jewish Basketball League. Congratulations! Thank you to all the
players and coaches who participated, and to the families and
friends who provided an enthusiastic cheering section at the games.
Two of our teams made the finals? the Seniors, coached by Eli
Gottsegen, came in second in a close game and Grade 10,
coached by Benji Shokrian and Louis Rosuck, won the
championship in their division.

Pictured (back row, left to right) Coach LouisRosuck, Aaron Alcott, Ari Shokrian,
Leo Nazar, Asher Berenblat, Luke Randall, Coach Benji Shokrian (front rowleft to
right) Max Cutler, Todd Freifeld , Daniel Marsh, Adam Kaufman. Teammate Jarrod
Land isnot pictured.

Our teams are composed of WJC and Larchmont Temple
players. Our Grade 11team also won by two points.

Pictured (back row, left to right) Zack Schwab, Owen Karpeles, Jonah Levine,
Simon Worth, Coach Bill Rome, Leo Zevin, Ben Wechsler, AJ Santalone (front row,
left to right) Bradley Magram, Josh Greenberg, Noah Kingsley and Grant Malas.
Teammate Max Myersisnot pictured.
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ARCHIVE

Founding Photo
JILL CASLIN

ARCHIVIST

This photo features Rabbi Jacob
Radin. It is the only photograph in our
archives of any WJC spiritual leader
before Rabbi Koslowe, who arrived in
1943. This photo was taken in 1931 in
front of a house on Grant Terrace in
Mamaroneck.
Rabbi Radin (left) is shaking hands
with Isaac Stern, father of Morris Stern,
who was a founder of our synagogue
and the only person to be president twice. The house was
originally built by Morris for his parents and siblings. Mrs. Sylvia
Bruskin, member of another distinguished WJC family, then
lived there for many years.
Many thanks to Louis Stern, son of Morris and Mayme Epstein
Stern? member of two founding families? for the addition and
glimpse into our earliest history. Perhaps his generosity will
inspire us to search our attics and find other treasures we can all
share. (ThisisLoisEpstein Broderick'sfamily.)
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Memorial Fund
In memory of...
Marilyn Freiman
From Leslie Porosoff
Ruth Porosoff
From Leslie & Harold Porosoff
Pauline Israel and Isaac Israel
From Sol Israel
Herbert Abrams
From Ira Abrams and Marilyn Weisbrot
Elihu Schonfeld
From Ileen Greenberg
Wallace Greenberg
From Russell Greenberg
Dorothy Lehrer
From Peter Lehrer
Morris Markowitz
From Jack Rosenthal
Meyer Markowitz
From Jack Rosenthal
Jerome Wolf
From Malka Wolf
Nathan Meyrowitz
From Beth & Steven Korotkin
Sheldon Lieberbaum
From Susan Rabinowitz
Elizabeth Kondor
From Gabriela Gorodischer
Rose Hecker
From Marlene Perlstein
Jacob Levy
From Betty Weissman
Charles Meltzer
From Mel Meltzer
Rubin R. DuBoff
From Michael DuBoff
Helen Ptashnik
From Marilyn & Bob Reader
Lisa Nadler
Barney Kaplan
From Andre Kaplan
Tilly Kaplan
From Andre Kaplan
Samuel Hersch
From Jacqui Kaplan
Rudolf Lewy
From Glen Lewy
Janice Winter
From Cheryl Lewy
Michelle Polson
From Cindy & Randy Heller
Albert Abood Shasha
From Robert Shasha
Alfred Weissman
From Constance Weissman
Leonore Dunkin
From Ellen Dunkin
Sidney Bauman
From Patricia Spergel Bauman
Clara and Milton Tannenbaum
From Paul Tannenbaum

Rabbi Segelman's Discretionary Fund
In honor of...
the Bar Mitzvah of my beloved
great nephew Gabriel Eisenberg
From Doris Oppenheimer & Irene Weiner
Rabbi Segelman with many thanks
From Doris Oppenheimer & Irene Weiner
Ralphy "thanks for everything"
From Sarene Shanus & Harold Treiber

with thanks to Rabbi Segelman for all of your
support honoring Helen's memory
From Meira & Tom Fleisch
In memory of...
Helen Ptashnik
From Katie Mcloughlin
Shari & Arnie Baum
Jerome and Shirley Schore
From Francine Fischer
Marty Freiman
From Michael Bloom & Family
Jonathan David Pfeffer
From Doris Oppenheimer
Arnold Aaron
From Mindy Feldman
Ethel Shafritz
From David Shafritz

Rabbi Arnowitz's Discretionary Fund
In memory of...
Jerome Arnowitz
From Alan Arnowitz
Helen Ptashnik
From Susan Brecher &
Michael Weintraub
Laurie & Stephen Girsky
Saul Shafritz
From David Shafritz

Adult Education Fund
with gratitude to Karen Everett, Carol Fasman,
and Myra Glajchen, with thanks for a wonderful
S.I.R. Program
From Caren & Rich Gerszberg

Social Justice Action Fund
In memory of...
Fryda Samet
From Sondra & Joel Levy
Helen Ptashnik
From Sondra & Joel Levy
Marjorye Goldstein
From Jill Miller

Passover Fund
In memory of...
Helen Ptashnik
From Leslie & Harold Porosoff

Rose Zweig
From Judy & Howard Zweig
Irving Bloom
From Addie Stein
Bella Rosen
From Bernice Rosen

Koslowe Gallery Fund
In memory of...
Samuel Scopp
From Lee Scopp
Mitzi Scopp
From Lee Scopp
Jean Levine
From Seymour Levine
Hilda Deutsch
From Michelle & Richard Sanger

Lonnie Fund
In honor of...
the Bar Mitzvah of Micah Arouh
From Aleza & Leor Kulp
In memory of...
Charlotte Kulp
From Aleza Kulp & Family

General Fund
In honor of...
the Purimshpiel
From Cindy & Randy Heller
Bobby Cohen's Mom's 100th Birthday
From Cindy & Randy Heller

Holocaust Learning Center Fund
In memory of...
Helen Ptashnik
From Ruth & Bob Glass
Esther Berkowitz
From Dan Berkowitz

Early Childhood Center Fund
In memory of...
Clara Tannenbaum
From Myron Tannenbaum
Shirley Lichten
From Fern Tannenbaum

Comfy Spaces Fund
In memory of...
Charlotte Picker Sussman
From Gail Marcus
Michelle Polson
From Sarene Shanus & Harold Treiber

Kiddush Fund
In honor of...
the Leap Year Birthday of
son-in-law Leon Shein
From Ellen Adler
reading Torah, Shabbat Parah
From Graham Arad
In memory of...
Helen Ptashnik
From Lidia Knobel

J.O.Y. Fund
In memory of...
Sarah Schoenfeld
From Judy & Howard Zweig
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Helping our Community

Early Childhood Center registration is
now open for the 2020-21school year.
Summer 2020 camp registration
is now open.
Forms can be picked up in the
ECC office and accessed online via
www.wjcenter.org/early-childhood

A team of young WJC members and ECC families are making sure that
our senior members have needed items for Passover. Spearheaded by
Rebecca and Craig Baron and Sharon Silver (SOJAC), and in
consultation with Rabbi Arnowitz, WJC is creating and delivering
Passover boxes for those that should remain home. Each Passover box
includes matzah, gefilte fish, macaroons, dried fruit, a jar or can of
chicken soup, canned fish, vegetable oil, canned vegetables, and canned
fruit. Any senior member that would like a Passover box should reach
out to Rebecca at rebeccabeth75@yahoo.com or by phone at
917-756-4668 by April 6.
We also encourage any WJC member who needs assistance with
shopping and supplies to reach out to bikurcholim@wjcenter.org.

PASSOVER VIRTUAL
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Links will be sent via email.
Seder 101Workshop
Sunday, March 29 at 10:00-11:30am
Rabbi Arnowitz will go through the traditional Seder from
beginning to end, exploring the goals of a Seder, highlighting
why it looks the way it does, and exploring how it can be
adapted for small gatherings and specific audiences.

A virtual event allows our entire
community?of all ages?to come
together (with the help of
technology) and share an
experience of laughter, song,
learning, reflection and hope.
New RSVP details forthcoming.

Pesach Cleaning and Cooking
Tuesday, March 31at 7:45-9:00pm
Join Rabbi Arnowitz and Tami as we go over the
fundamentals of getting the house ready for Passover and
preparing kosher for Passover food. This will be a forum for
fielding questions and sharing ideas on these topics.
Community Questions and Sharing
Sunday, April 5 at 10:00-11:30am
Join the WJC clergy as we gather to share creative ideas
(yours and ours) and to answer lingering questions about
Seder, cleaning, and anything else on your minds as we
prepare for the holiday?s start Wednesday night.
We will continue to consider options for ways
to gather virtually to celebrate the holiday.
Details will be forthcoming.
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